
Competencies…….
“Encourages active learning, deeper learning, and 

empowers student’s to take ownership of their learning.” 

Learn from 
mistakes

Take risks



We want students to become 
independent learners and build

In traditional education students are passive 
learners and teachers deliver the knowledge.  Now, 
information is so readily available at hand, the 
focus is changing – students need to be able to USE 
and APPLY the information.



The journey is defined, 
the destination is defined, 

and the grading is defined.



Let’s Compare

Traditional  System Competency Based  System

Grades are based on a combination 
of classwork, homework, tests, 
quizzes, and projects

Grades are based on assessments 
only.

Grades are based on the percentage 
system.  The criteria for success may 
be unclear

Grades are proficiency based.  The 
criteria and targets are made 
available to students ahead of time.

Uses an uncertain mix of assessment,
achievement, effort, and behavior to 
determine the final grade.

Measures achievement (growth) 
only.  No extra credit is given.  



Traditional Grading System Competency Based Grading System

Everything goes in the gradebook Only assignments that assess a 
performance indicator goes in the 
gradebook

Averages the grades of all 
assignments.

Emphasizes the most recent 
evidence of learning.

The whole class advances through 
content at the same pace.

Students advance to work that shows 
a greater depth of knowledge when 
ready.



Are competencies preparing students for the 
Georgia Milestones?

Georgia Milestones Competencies

“Depth of Knowledge” wheel was used 
during the “Standard Setting” of the 
Georgia Milestones

“Depth of Knowledge” wheel was used 
when writing the science competencies 
over the summer.

Scores are based on a 4 level system (an 
explanation to follow)

Competency levels are based on the 
same 4 level system.

Goal:  College and career readiness
A student will be ready to attend college 
or enter the work force and make a self-
supporting wage.

Goal:  To create learners that are self-
motivated, self-regulated, independent 
critical thinkers that know how to 
research and retain information.  



4 Levels of Assessment

Beginning Learners (Emerging) – students will need 
substantial academic support at the next grade level.
Developing Learners(Progressing) – students will need 
additional academic support at the next grade level.
Proficient Learners (Competent) – students are on grade 
level and on track for college and career readiness.
Distinguished Learners (Exemplary) – students are above 
grade level in their ability to think and apply knowledge.



Daily Class:  
What does is 
“look” like?
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What does 
a “level” 
look like 
to the 
students?





Our gradebook What does the 
student see?



What do you see?

MS7A final grade:  86



Answers to frequently asked questions……

1. If my student doesn’t get to competent, are they missing content?  
No, they gain the basic information at the emerging level.  As the 
level increases, so does their depth of understanding.  

2. My child never has homework but his grade is lower than normal, 
how can I help? Students are moving through the levels at their 
own pace.  They will not make it to the competent level if they are 
not doing any homework/studying outside of class.  We provide a 
suggested time line for students at the beginning of each 
competency and at the end of each class.



3.Do students have a chance to improve grades? Students have 
the opportunity to continue learning by studying for the 
benchmark exams.  



What’s next?  What’s new?
In an effort to keep you more informed, we 
are going to give each student a checklist at 
the beginning of each graduation standard 
to put in their notebook.  We will sign off 
on each level when a student has met the 
requirements.


